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Local Long Beach band Bearwulf performs the last set of the Nugget Bar and Grill on Wednesday. The Underground Music 
Society hosted their final event of the season, presenting solo artist Breather, Fraternity Ward as well as Bearwulf. President 
of UMS, Will Torres, says they are planning to use a variety of venues on campus for next semester’s shows. 


~ Hooked on da bait 


The Long Beach Forensic team is preparing for competition at Mt. SAC this weekend. 


By Grec Diaz 
Print Manager 


In a small room in the Faculty Office building, 
Vrinda Bhuta, a first-year political science student, 
stands and readies herself to start speaking. She 
looks over her notes and begins to make her case 
for why laws should be enacted to protect against 
discrimination of LGBT members in the work- 
place. She tries to speak quickly while also mak- 
ing sure each of her words are spoken in the proper 
order. One of her papers falls out of her hand while 
she speaks. Then, almost in unison, four timers 
go off, and Bhuta takes a breath and is able to sit 
back down. 

Senior communication studies major Matt 
Hamilton stands and begins listing off everything 
Bhuta just said and countering each of her argu- 
ments. Hamilton’s statements are then countered 
by Bhuta’s debate partner, Lucie Profenius, who 
will be followed by senior Marc Ouimet, and back 
and forth they go. Words fire out of each person’s 
mouth as they try to refute as many points as they 
can before everyone’s timer shuts them down. 

Tuesday afternoon’s verbal battle is merely 
practice for Long Beach Forensics, Cal State Long 
Beach’s speech and debate team. The students are 
in the midst of preparation for the Pacific South- 
west Collegiate Forensics Association Fall Cham- 
pionship Tournament to be held at Mt. San Antonio 
College this weekend. 

In another room, students are gathering up 
points for an impromptu speech on Obama’s re- 
sponse to Ferguson that they will have to deliver in 
the next 30 minutes. In another room, people are 
tweaking speeches that they have written over the 


last few months, making sure each word is perfect 
for competition. 

“Right before a tournament, [’ll probably be 
found standing against a wall, going over and over 
my speech,” said TJ Rosas, a senior communica- 
tions studies major. Rosas competes in the indi- 
vidual event categories, getting second place for 
his prose speech at last month’s Robert Barbara 
Invitational. 

Long Beach Forensics placed third out of 31 
schools at the invitational. This is one victory 
among a string of successes that the team has had 
recently. Long Beach Forensics has already quali- 
fied six members of the club for this spring’s na- 
tionals. 

Nicholas Russell, the director of Forensics, has 
been on faculty with the team for the last four 
years and credits the current success to the bond 
among the team that has been built up. 

“T think it has a lot to do with the team culture 
that has kind of grown [here],” Russell said. “I 
wish I could take more credit for it, but they have 
built and environment where 
they hang out together and are 
all friends. That more than any- 
thing has created this camara- 
derie where they are all pushing 
each other to do better.” 

With 11 different types of 
competitions and a large group 
of members new to speech and 
debate, like Bhuta, the team has 
had to alter its structure, rely- 
ing on peer instruction from the 
more experienced team mem- 
bers . 

“There are 100 arguments 
going into a debate round, and 
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— Brandon Fletcher, Long Beach 
Forensics Vice President 


your job is to figure out what three matter at the 
end,” team Vice President Brandon Fletcher said. 
He and Li-Ren Chang are the third-ranked debate 
team in the country, according to the National Par- 
liamentary Debate Association. 

According to Russell, the speech team in par- 
ticular is very young, and not yet at the level of the 
more experienced debaters on the team; yet, Rus- 
sell relishes the challenge of helping them become 
stronger speakers. 

“I’ve watched forensics change a lot of kids’ 
lives,” said Russell. “Probably the kids who need 
the skills that Forensics has to offer most are peo- 
ple who haven’t been doing it for four years of high 
school.” 

In addition to this weekend’s tournament, Long 
Beach Forensics will host a showcase on Tuesday 
in Peterson Hall 1 room 228 to try and get new 
members for next semester. The PSCFA Fall 
Championship Tournament will be at Mt. SAC 
from Friday to Sunday. 


There are 100 arguments going into a 
debate round, and your job is to figure 
out what three matter at the end. 
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Success 
fee 
research 
not 
successful 


President Joe Phillips 
urged the support 

of the ASI Senate to 
make success fee 
breakdowns available 
to the public. 


By Amy PaTToNn 


News Editor 


Associated Students, Inc.  Presi- 
dent Joe Phillips approached the Sen- 
ate board at the weekly meeting on 
Wednesday to discuss the fact that a 
detailed breakdown of the student suc- 
cess fees is not available to the public. 

Phillips said he was frustrated that 
he was instructed to go to each univer- 
sity department individually to receive 
this information. 

“1 don’t see why they would not have 
one document with all of the informa- 
tion up, where all the millions of dol- 
lars are going,” Phillips said. 

Phillips said that he would be dis- 
cussing his concerns with CSULB 
University President Conoley on Mon- 
day. He said he would call upon the ASI 
Senate to fix this issue if a resolution 
cannot be met otherwise. 

“When they come to you, you guys 
need to ask a lot of questions... I’m not 
sure if they think we’re going to let this 
go, but this is a very controversial issue 
throughout the whole state...” Phillips 
said. “There are huge problems in the 
CSU and even on this campus, and it is 
up to us to take care of this.” 

In other business at the ASI weekly 
meeting, senators tabled the nap room 
motion indefinitely instead of coming 
to a resolution as originally planned. 

Senator Wong said that Cal State 
Long Beach Facilities Management di- 
rector David Salazar did not think there 
was sufficient research and design 
plans behind the nap room initiative. 

Wong said he and other senators in- 
terested in the matter will spend winter 
break researching other universities’ 
nap room plans in order to decide what 
does and does not work. 

Senator Rick Payan said that he was 
concerned that by tabling it, the nap 
room initiative would not be able to be 
discussed in the future. 

Wong explained that he hoped to 
settle this matter outside of the senate. 

“if people are not cooperating 
right, then we’d have to bring it up 
again, but for the time being, we’re go- 
ing to try to solve this on our own [and] 
analyze data to see best approach or 
practice,” Wong said. 
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PBS talk show 
host visits 
campus 


New York Times best selling 
author and talk show host Tavis 
Smiley speaks about his recently 
released book on Wednesday 

in the USU Ballroom. The book, 
“Death of a King,” is an account 
of the last year in Martin Luther 
King Jr.'s life, leading up to his 
assassination. 
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CA M P U S Police Blotter 


By Mecuin Hewitt 
Contributing Writer 


Two Vehicles were 
burglarized on the 
same day 


Two vehicle burglaries occurred on 
Friday between 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. at Cal 
State Long Beach, according to Universi- 
ty Police. In each case, the front window 
of the vehicle was shattered and a purse 
was stolen from each car. One vehicle 
was a 2013 Cadillac, and the second was 
a 2004 Toyota. The Toyota was parked 
in Lot 3, and the Cadillac was parked in 
the Preforming Arts Center. University 
Police has indicated that they have no 
suspect information, but investigators are 
following up. A break in the case would 
likely come if the suspect attempts to use 
the debit cards from the stolen purses, 
according to Lt. Richard Goodwin. 


Man arrested for 
indecent exposure 


CSULB Potice wessite 
University Police arrested Mario Perez Miranda on Beach Drive 
at Bellflower Blud. on Nov. 24 for indecent exposure. 


Police received a call on Nov. 24 at 4:20 
p.m. from a female student reporting a 
man “possibly in his 60s with balding 
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grey hair, in a light colored t-shirt [...] sit- 
ting in a grey/blue car, exposing himself.” 
Officers went to Beach drive at Bell- 
flower Blvd. and found the man. Good- 
win said there was sufficient evidence to 
charge him with indecent exposure. 

The officers identified the man as Mario 
Perez Miranda. He is a registered sex 
offender. According to the Megan’s Law 
website, Miranda became a registered 
sex offender because of “lewd or lascivi- 
ous acts with a child under 14.” His last 
reported status on Megan’s Law is “de- 
ported.” Goodwin said Miranda’s pur- 
pose for being on campus was providing 
transportation for his daughter, who is a 
CSULB student. Miranda was arrested 
following the incident. 


Two laptops stolen 
last week were 
returned to owners 


On Nov. 8, Anthony Ryan Kunkel was ar- 
rested after police received a call reporting 
aman matching his description walking 
around the Theatre Arts Building testing 
multiple door handles, according to a press 
release on the CSULB police department 
website. Police found Kunkel and his 
vehicle. After running his car plates, it was 
found that Kunkel was on probation for 
prior thefts, Goodwin said. 

According to a press release on the 
CSULB police department website, Kun- 
kel initially lied to officers about being 
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on campus, but then later confessed to 
being on campus. 

After searching the vehicle, police recov- 
ered two silver MacBook Pro laptops that 
had been stolen earlier that day. The also 
found pry tools, needle nose pliers, bolt 
cutters and other burglary tools, Good- 
win said. Police arrested Kunkel and 
booked him at Long Beach City Jail. 

On Nov. 14, police searched Kunkel’s 
residence for additional electronics, but 
the search did not yield any evidence, 
Goodwin said. Police are investigating 
Miranda’s involvement in other cases 
involving electronic theft on campus. 


Man arrested for 
sexual battery 


A female student was riding the CSULB 
shuttle bus on Nov. 20 and exited at the 
West Turnaround around 5 p.m. A thin 
male wearing a dark blue sweatshirt, 
jeans and a black backpack got off the 
shuttle as well, Goodwin said. The 
suspect took the woman’s phone, entered 
his number and then kissed her multiple 
times, Goodwin said. The victim called 
and reported the incident to the police 
and said she had seen him near the dance 
center. 

Goodwin said police found the suspect, 
and the victim positively identified him on 
scene. She pressed changes, and he was 
booked at Long Beach City Jail on sexual 
battery charges. The suspect was identi- 
fied as 19-year-old Caesar Lazarotax. 
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A panel of professors, journalists and researchers speak in the USU Ballroom on Wednesday about current issues in Iraq and Syria. 


A panel addresses 
current events in 
Syria and Iraq on 
Wednesday. 


By ALEX BERMAN 
Contributing Writer 


A 14-year-old Syrian girl hides 
from her captors as she watches 
them brutally murder her brother and 
father and drag her mother and sister 
away. 

A panel of professors and journal- 
ists gathered to speak at Cal State 


Long Beach on Wednesday about the 
circumstances in Iraq and Syria that 
lead to stories like these. 


The threat of ISIS, the possibil- 
ity of the United States declaring a 
second war with Iraq, the oppression 
of women in these countries and the 
ongoing civil war in Syria were the 
key topics discussed. 

The panel of speakers consisted of 
journalists, professors and research- 
ers, most of whom had personal ex- 
perience either reporting or compil- 
ing research in the field. 

Investigative reporter Reese Erlich 
stated that he believes the U.S is on 
the verge of another full-scale war 
with Iraq. 

“The United States is engaged in 


yet another war in Iraq in an attempt 
to correct all the problems from the 
last time we lost the war,” Erlich 
said. “[We are] engaged in a new 
campaign of bombings. There are 
no allies... [who can] fight on the 
ground, which means increased in- 
volvement from the United States... 
and we will be, once again, ina 
disastrous war that could have been 
prevented.” 


Nazand Begikhani, a senior re- 
searcher at the University of Bristol, 
presented the topic of war on women. 
During her speech, Begikhani 
addressed the problem of kidnap- 
ping, rape and black-market slavery 
that women in Syria and Iraq face. 
Begikhani said that over 25,000 


women in these countries have been 
kidnapped and enslaved, mostly by 
crime and terrorist organizations like 
ISIS. 

During the Q-and-A portion of 
the event, the speakers of the panel 
took turns talking about the growing 
threat of ISIS and common miscon- 
ceptions. 

Panel speakers said one of the 
reasons why ISIS has become such 
a worldly recognized terrorist orga- 
nization is because of how quickly 
it has made its presence known. The 
fast emergence onto the world stage 
may have surprised governments 
across the world, panel speakers said, 
but in reality, information about the 
terrorist organization is very limited. 
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“We do not know how coherent 
the ideology of ISIS is within the 
ranks... we only know what ISIS 
says about ISIS,” Danny Paskin, an 
advisor and professor in the depart- 
ment of journalism and mass commu- 
nication at CSULB, said. 

After listening to speakers con- 
verse about ISIS, linguistics graduate 
student, Matthew Eldon said that it 
personally reminds him of previous 
oppressive regimes. 

“ISIS reminds me in so many 
ways of Nazism,” Eldon said. “I 
think these warlords use the dis- 
satisfaction of the people to promote 
oppositional identities where they 
can gain power by motivating people 
to violence.” 
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‘One Last Thing’ 


An off-campus show will exhibit a 
diversity of graphic design fields. 


Matters” campaign. 
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COURTESY OF THAO LE 
Bachelors of Fine Arts students Chase Tarkington, Itzia Tapia and Anna Ashkinadze work on their “It 
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By TrEvoR BECKER 
Contributing Writer 


he works from more than 
22 student designers from 
Cal State Long Beach will be 
showcased in the upcoming 
weekend in Long Beach. 

The event titled One Last Thing 2014 
is a completely self-funded project. Us- 
ing kickstarter.com, the Bachelor of 
Fine Arts senior class has raised over 
$2,700 to cover expenses for the venue, 
promotional material and lighting. 

“The drive that we all share and the 
bond that we have formed truly shows 
in our work,” senior graphic design ma- 
jor Sterling Foxcroft said. “We believe 
that the design program at Long Beach 
State can stand up to any program in 
the country, and we hope our One Last 
Thing is a testament to that.” 

Featuring more than 70 works from 
22 designers, the class in graphic de- 
sign will display many fields of graphic 
design including branding, illustra- 
tion, photography, advertising, motion 
graphics, typography and environmen- 
tal design. 

The exhibit will take place at MAD- 
HAUS in Long Beach. The preparations 
at the venue are also an intricate part 
of the exhibit; the inside of the location 
has been designed and transformed 
from the ground up to heighten the 
viewing experience. 

One Last Thing is the culmination of 
two years of intensive design training 


and the senior group is not only excited 
to share their work, but their experi- 
ence at CSULB as well. 

“The last two years in the graphic 
design program consisted of sleepless 
nights and tons of hard work,” said 
senior BFA graphic design major Phil- 
lip Cheung. “But it was all worth it... I 
wasn’t alone, we all kept pushing each 
other to become better designers.” 

Foxcroft said the graphic design BFA 
program is unique from other pro- 
grams because of the commitment it 
requires and the camaraderie it creates. 

An extra two years of study in addi- 
tion to their School of Art requirements 
are 

Required, and all 22 students have 
taken every class in the program as a 
group. 

According to their kickstarter bio, 
this group of seniors said they are not 
just another class, “But a family who 
laughed, learned and nearly strangled 
each other for the good of graphic de- 
sign,” 

“This is being called our thank you, 
our hello and our goodbye, but it is 
really our dedication,” said Foxcroft. 
“Our dedication to the professors, 
classmates and faculty that have helped 
turn us from students into designers 
and a dedication to the program we are 
very proud to be a part of.” 

The event is free and will be held at 
the- MADHAUS gallery'‘located at 624 
Pacific Avenue, Long Beach on Friday 
from 6 to 11 p.m and Saturday from 
noon to 5 p.m. 
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Pandora 


___Pandora allows users to pick a 
song or artist to create a radio 

station of similar and related 

—utmusic. Like most music apps, 
there is a free and paid version 
available. The free version 
limits the number of songs users 
can skip and will require users 


treaming is in. 
Unlike AM and FM 
radio, most online apps 
have very short com- 
mercials or don’t have 
any at all. 
Although most music 
streaming applications have 

a free version, deciding which 

‘app is worth paying for can be a 
—difficult decision. 

There’s a big selection of music © 
“streaming applications; while it 
—may be hard to chose there are 
__some popular among students at 

The Beach. 
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after a few hours of playing 
~~music. Something interesting 
——about the app is that it also lets 
users listen to stand-up comedy 
~~ segments. For $4, users can go 
——commercial free and earn more 
daily song skips. 


“Sometimes I just get tired of 


By BERNARDO TORRES 
Contributing Writer 
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iHeart Radio 


The app allows users to play up 
to 15 million songs, according 


to the app’s website. iHeart 


Radio is also a platform to listen 
to old school FM radio stations 
like KIIS and Power 106. The 
app also has a range of stations 


based on the listener’s mood or 
___to confirm they’re still listening ___ event. 


“I’ve made iHeart Radio my 
go-to app for sleep music just 
because they already have a 


selected playlist,’ Limon said. 


“Tt’s also pretty cool how you 
can listen to other city’s radio 
stations on the app.” 
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Spotify allows users to listen 
to more than 20 million songs. 
This app is great for those who 
like to listen to specific artists 
or albums. Like other apps, 
Spotify also gives users the 
option to play music in a way 
similar to Pandora. Depending 
——__—__—.on the device users have, the 
free version might only allow 
them to play stations in a shuffle 
——-only. 


“The fact that you can pay $13 a 
month and basically own almost 
every artist’s album is a win,” 
Jeffrey Cruz, a sophomore 
——— Spanish major, said. “Spotify is 


listening to music, so instead 59 cool because if you have a 


listen to comedy on Pandora,” 
Jaime Limon, freshman history 

ajor, said. “It’s also not neces- 
sary to use your phone, you can 
use Pandora on your computer 
too.” 


remium account it allows you 
to download music and listen to 
it while you're offline.” 
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Beats Music 


This app creates playlists by 


real people based on locations, 
activities and genre. The playl- 
ist are created by actual people 
and not computerized. Users 
can pay $10 and access the app 
through three devices. However, 
before users pay for the app, 
they can access a free 30-day 
trial. 


“T think Beats [Music] is the 
best music app,” senior Biology __ 
major Nicole Nguyen said. 

“Every time I start a playlist, 

it plays exactly what I have in 
mind.” 
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The ins and stouts of Pints 


High prices aside, let’s talk beer. This new Long Beach bar 
rates a four out of five. 


By Paice PELONIS 
Editor in Chief 


» ints is so new that 
*~ the bar and grill 

doesn’t yet offer 

flights of beer. 

Supposedly the 
concept is still in 
the works, but as of 

— oe now, it’s a go-with- 
your-gut situation when ordering beer 
at the new bar. But that’s not necessar- 
ily a bad thing. 

About three months after it filled 
the void of The Beach Club Sports Bar 
and Grill on Pacific Coast Highway in 
Long Beach, Pints Sports Bar and Grill 
is so much more than the over-dressed, 
beer-gutted, NFL hub it replaced. 

The dark blue walls bring the atmo- 
sphere down just a touch, but once the 
first round of beer is through, the walls 
become sort of calming. And when the 
inevitably high-priced check finally 
comes, being surrounded by some- 
thing calming is right on the money. 

High prices aside, let’s talk beer. 


--The .limited ,edition |beer, listed. ona. 


chalkboard against the front windows, 
are worth trying at Pints. Each of these 
selections stay on the board until the 
keg is gone, and sometimes that means 
they only last a day. 

Stone Enjoy By IPA (9.4 percent), 
a returner to the list after a successful 
first run, is an intensely flavorful IPA. 
It’s probably something of an acquired 
taste for most. 

The Port Brewing High Tide IPA 
(6.8 percent), which has been on the 
board close to a week so far, has a fa- 
miliar hoppy taste, and not much else 
in its flavor. It tastes like most other 
IPA’s. 

The third choice on the limited edi- 
tion list is the Modern Times Black 
House Stout (5.8 percent), which is 
perfect in time for the holiday season 
with its dark color and a hint of choco- 
late flavor. 

Another solid choice for those in the 
mood for something that goes with the 
season is the Rare Vos: Omme Gang 
Brewery amber ale (6.5 percent). This 
“cafe ale” comes in a unique bottle and 
is the perfect end to a meal on an over- 
cast afternoon. 

The food is pretty good, too, and 
what’s a few extra bucks for a decent 


meal when you’re three beers in and 
your team is winning on TV screens 
all around you? 

Chicken, chicken, chicken. The 
menu has a ton of chicken! The chicken 
lollipops come in a handful of options 
from tangy red hot, to sweet thai chili. 
Served on a stick, these chicken lollies 
are poppin’. From chipotle chicken na- 
chos to the pretzel chicken club, there 
are plenty of opportunities for chicken 
to go to the other-side ... of your plate! 

Flatbreads are the way to go at Pints, 
and there are chicken options on the 
menu for those as well! The barbecue 
chicken flatbread is a safe choice, but 
the non-chicken, bacon pineapple flat- 
bread has a teriyaki glaze that -- com- 
bined with a touch of gouda -- is hard 
to forget. 

It’s also hard to understand why 
Pints hasn’t developed a more substan- 
tial. college-aged crowd; The Beach 
Club seemed to struggle with the same 
thing back in its day, but the new own- 
ers of Pints might need to address this 
issue before its neighbor, Cal State 
University Long Beach, winds down 
for the winter. 

The bar and grill is promoting a 
weekly Christmas movie night for 
the month of December, which might 
be helpful for maintaining a sizeable 
crowd through the end of the year. Ev- 
ery Tuesday, at 9 p.m., Pints will be 
screening a seasonal film. 

The first of these Tuesday-movie- 
nights was supposed to show “Elf,” but 
wound up screening “Scrooged”, due 
to technical difficulties. On the Tues- 
day before Christmas, “It’s a Wonder- 
ful Life” will play. 

Hopefully the owners get these 
Christmas flicks up on the big screen in 
the main bar area, rather than the back 
room with the run-down pool tables. 
There are pillows in the booths along 
the back of the main dining area, which 
would make for a cozy beer-sipping 
spot while watching a holiday classic. 

Pints Bar and Grill rotates food spe- 
cials, offers a long line-up of craft beer 
options and packs a mean cherry-vod- 
ka-based Pints Punch. The only thing 
going against the place its price-tag, 
which may be what keeps the. college 
crowd at bay. 


_32ND ANNUAL BELMONT SHORE- 
CHRISTMAS PARADE — 
__E. Second St., between Livingston 
and Bayshore Ave. 
m.to9p.m. : - 10a.m.toS p.m. 


WEEKEND OF Dec. 5 


Paice Petonis | Daity 49eR 
The limited edition beer, listed on a chalkboard against the front windows, are worth 
trying at Pints. Each of these selections stay on the board until the keg is gone, and 
sometimes that means they only last a day. 


Pints SPoRTS BAR AND GRILL 
5755 Paciric Coast HIGHWAY 
Lonc Beacu, cA 90803 
(562) 494-7593 


HOURS: MonpAy-WEDNESDAY- 11AM-12AM 
THURSDAY-FRIDAY- 11AM-1PM 
SATURDAY- 8AM-1AM 
SunNpDay: 8AM-10PM 


SATURDAY, DEc. 6 © Sunpay, DEc. 7 
SKATE LBCITY SKATE COMPETI- 
TION HOSTED BY ASK FOUNDATION 
McBride Skate Plaza 
1550 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave. 


COMEDIAN JIM GAFFIGAN AT THE 
TERRACE THEATER 
Long Beach Convention Center 
300 E. Ocean Blvd. 
7 p.m. 


lee $40 to $50 


ali cise ecea meeps Scarf down a Hot Pocket for an 
evening of love stories—about food 

__. Tickets are still available for the 
second “Obsessed” tour date at the 
_ Terrace Theater at the Long Beach 
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Animal testing is cruel, unreliable and unnecessary 


s eye shadow on a loved one’s Christ- 
mas list this year? Do you plan on 
surprising a friend with a cream that 
they have wanted for some time? Before 
you purchase that gift, you should 
double check the company that you are 
buying from. 

“Each year, more than 100 million animals- 
including mice, rats, frogs, dogs, cats, rabbits, 
hamsters, guinea pigs and birds are killed in U.S 
laboratories,” according to People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals’ website. 


- Many animals are needlessly suffering because 


cosmetic companies continue to test their prod- 
ucts on animals. 

Animal testing is a real problem in the 
United States. Although the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration doesn’t even require companies 
to use animals for testing, cosmetic companies 
do so anyway and force animals to inhale toxic 
chemicals, pour substances into their eyes and 
rub chemicals onto their skin. Often times, this 
results in the death of the animal. According to 
the Humane Society, “Pain relief is rarely pro- 
vided, and the animals used are killed at the end 
of each test.” 

All of these tests cause needless suffering 
and pain to all of these animals. Animals are 
constantly being tortured before dying horrific 
deaths. All of this suffering is for the sake of 
beauty. All of this suffering can be prevented. 


JANELLE Mora 


Contributing Writer 


Although the U.S. Food and Drug Administration doesn’t 
even require companies to use animals for testing, cos- 
metic companies do so anyway and force animals to inhale 
toxic chemicals, pour substances into their eyes and rub 
chemicals onto their skin. 


Some 
may argue that animal testing is necessary. They 
may say that it is better to test the safety of a 
product on an animal before they test it on a hu- 
man. However, there are more viable options that 
scientists can use now instead of animals, thereby 
eliminating the suffering and animal cruelty 
that these animals are forced to deal with on a 
massive scale. There are now sophisticated tests 
that can be done on human cells; not only can this 
stop animal testing, but it can also provide more 
accurate results as well. 

Some may also argue that animals are 
necessary for scientific research. Some 
people believe that understanding animal 
research is vital because many medical break- 


throughs are the result of animal testing. Some 
scientists believe that in order to study illness and 
find cures for them, they have to first test the cures 
on animals. So they will infect the animal and then 
find a way to cure it. 

“At more than 1,000 laboratories across the 
country, monkeys are addicted to drugs, cats are 
deafened and have holes drilled into their skulls, 
sheep and pigs have their skin burned off and rats 
have their spinal cords crushed,” according to 
PETA’s website. 

This form of animal testing is also unneces- 
sary and unreliable: According to the National 
Vivisection Society, each species responds differ- 
ently to drugs and other substances. What could 
be poisonous for you and me, could be eaten by 


an animal without damaging effects.” 

Therefore the results are often inconclusive. 
They are biologically different then we are. So 
how can we expect a mouse to have the same 
results as a human would? Their pain, their suf- 
fering and their deaths are completely unneces- 
sary, especially when they may not even yield the 
correct results that we as humans look for. 

Just look at your own pets and try to imagine 
them being tortured in the name of science or 
beauty; can you imagine someone ever hurting 
your beloved pet? Try imagining this on a mas- 
sive scale: millions of animals like your pet are 
suffering. Is it really worth hurting animals for 
our own personal needs? 

There are many alternatives to the suffering of 
animals when it comes to research purposes, and 
the American Humane Society and PETA offer 
many great resources to help you find more infor- 
mation on animal testing and what can be done to 
prevent this cruel injustice. 

So, if you decide to purchase cosmetic prod- 
ucts for your loved one’s during the holidays, 
make sure that you purchase a product from a 
cruelty free company. You’ll take money out of 
the pockets of companies that torture animals, 
and maybe help to save millions of animals in the 
process. 


Janelle Mora is a senior majoring in journal- 
ism with an emphasis in public relations. 


The rise of cyber-warfare: an imminent threat 


wo journalists obtain an ex- 
clusive interview with North 
Korea’s reclusive leader 
Kim Jong Un, but their mis- 
sion radically changes when 
the Central Intelligence 
Agency sees an opportunity 
to assassinate the “Glorious 
Leader” of the Hermit Kingdom. The CIA then 
enlists the journalists to travel to Pyongyang and 
take him out. 

At least, this is the plot for the upcoming movie 
with Seth Rogan and James Franco, the lead actors 
from “Pineapple Express” and “This is the End.” 
Although it will likely prove hilarious to audiences 
here at home upon its release, the leader in North 
Korea isn’t laughing, 

Immediately after the trailer for the movie was 
released in June, a Foreign Ministry spokesman 
pledged that North Korea would “mercilessly destroy 
anyone who dares hurt or attack the supreme leader- 
ship of the country, even a bit.” 

Moreover, Reuters reported that computer nerds 
in the North Korean military have already gotten 
revenge by breaching Sony’s computer systems, 
exposing highly sensitive data online including the 
Social Security numbers of its 6,000 employees and 
making available upcoming movies such as Brad 
Pitt’s “Fury.” 

As hilarious as the lead-up to North Korea’s data 
breach was, it reflects a deeply troubling trend in 
warfare — the rise of state-sponsored cyber attacks. 
Make no mistake about it: the dangers inherent in 
cyberspace are being exploited by states for strategic 
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As hilarious as the lead-up to North Korea’s data breach 
was, it reflects a deeply troubling trend in warfare — the 
rise of state-sponsored cyber attacks. 


purposes as well as by thieves who siphon off mil- 
lions of credit card numbers. 

According to a recent report by Internet Security 
firm Cylance, Iranian hackers have directly attacked 
and extracted sensitive data from the networks of 
government agencies and major critical infrastruc- 
ture companies in 16 countries around the world — 
including our own. 

“Global critical infrastructure organizations need 
to take this threat seriously. The Iranian adversary 
is real and they’re coming, if not already here,” said 
Mark Weatherford, the 

Former Deputy Under Secretary for Cybersecu- 
rity at the U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
in the report. In Operation Cleaver, Iran went after 
a litany of targets, including military, oil and gas, 
energy and utilities, transportation, airlines, air- 
ports, hospitals, telecommunications, technology, 
education, aerospace and foreign governments. 

“Tran has rapidly gained near parity with the 
Chinese, but may be closer to the Russians in terms 
of swagger,” said Retired Admiral William J. Fallon, 
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the former commander of CENTCOM in the report 
by Cylance. 

However, the U.S., in collaboration with Israel, has 
also engaged in this revolutionary form of warfare, 
which it demonstrated remarkably well when it 
destroyed roughly a fifth of Iran’s nuclear centrifuges 
by causing them to spin out of control. The Business 
Insider reported in 2012 that the CIA, along with 
Israeli intelligence, successfully managed to upload 
a malware program called Stuxnet through an 
employee’s flash drive, which severely set back Iran’s 
nuclear program. 

China is playing the game too: The Washington 
Post reported last month that Chinese government 
hackers successfully breached the computer net- 
works of the U.S. Postal Service, compromising the 
confidential data of more than 800,000 employees. 
Additionally, Chinese military hackers broke into the 
computer networks of military contracting compa- 
nies — who help to transport troops and supplies 
— 20 times in one year, according to the Wall Street 
Journal. 
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The Internet security firm FireEye Inc., reported 
last year that China “has the ability to overwhelm 
cyber defenses with quantity over quality, just as it 
did in the Korean War and it might in any other type 
of conflict.” : 

Extracting sensitive data from computer networks 
is not only limited to nation-states, as the colossal 
retail hack at Target proved last year. Cybercrimi- 
nals installed malware onto Target’s security and 
payments system, allowing them to steal the credit 
card information from all the Christmas shoppers 
at Target’s 1,797 U.S. stores. At the precise moment 
when cashiers would scan and bag items, the mal- 
ware would activate, thereby capturing the shopper’s 
credit card number. 

According to Bloomberg Businessweek, the hack- 
ers made off with 40 million credit card numbers. 
More recently, Home Depot announced in September 
that 56 million credit card numbers might have been 
compromised in a similar attack, which makes it the 
largest retail hack in history. 

Clearly, cyber attacks represent a staggering threat 
to not only military and industrial targets, but also to 
American consumers. 

Adm. Michael S. Rogers, the new head of the 
National Security Agency and U.S. Cyber Command, 
testified to the House Select Intelligence Committee 
last month that a cyber attack on critical U.S. infra- 
structure — such as water or electrical systems — by 
a foreign government is likely imminent; according 
to Adm. Rodgers, “It’s only a matter of when, not if, 
we are going to see something dramatic.” He added, 
“This is not theoretical.” 

It’s not reassuring either. 
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Ma VOLLEYBALL 


LBSU will play the 
University of San 
Diego after losing to 
them in the playoffs 
in its last two 

NCAA tournaments 
appearances. 


By KELsey Cruz 
Staff Writer 


The Long Beach State women’s vol- 
leyball team will be in a familiar setup 
this weekend when it faces the Univer- 
sity of San Diego in the first round of 
the NCAA Tournament in the Pauley 
Pavilion on Friday. 

The 49ers (26-4, 16-0 Big West Con- 


ers look for redemption 


ference) have faced USD (19-11, 12-6 
West Coast Conference) in the first 
round of their last two NCAA Tourna- 
ment appearances in 2010 and 2011, los- 
ing both matches. 

“We kind of had the same set up as 
freshman year,” senior co-captain Ty- 
ler Jackson said. “I think everyone just 
wants redemption and just get it back 
from freshman year.” 

In the last meeting against the Tore- 
ros, the 49ers took the first set, then lost 
the next three 25-23, 24-26, 19-25 and 
21-25. 

“T think [USD was] a lot better my 
freshman year,” Jackson said. “And I 
think now we are a lot better. So I think 
there’s going to be a different outcome.” 

LBSU moved up to No. 15 in the 
AVCA Coaches Poll after its undefeat- 
ed conference season, but remained the 
only team in the top 16 that isn’t hosting 
the NCAA first-round matchups, and 


head coach Brian Gimmillaro doesn’t 
like it. 

“It’s not the first time,” Gimmillaro 
said. “We’ve hosted several times, but 
we’ve been on the road when we’re in the 
top 16 in several occasions. I wish [the 
committee would] make note of that.” 

Jackson said the decision didn’t 
come as a surprise. 

“Tt wasn’t a shocker that the commit- 
tee didn’t let us host, but it is what it is,” 
Jackson said. “I really wanted to host 
especially for our senior year.” 

Nonetheless, the bracket stands. 
12th-seeded UCLA will host the first- 
round matchups of LBSU-USD, and 
UCLA against Long Island University, 
Brooklyn. The winner of each match 
will play each other on Saturday. 

The 49ers closed out Big West 
Conference play by sweeping the top 
awards: junior setter Jenelle Hudson 
won Player of the Year, middle blocker 
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Ashley Murray won Freshman of the 
Year and Gimmillaro earned Head 
Coach of the Year. 

“I think now just being undefeated, 
everyone on the team has a lot more 
confidence going into playoffs,” Jack- 
son said. 

Now the focus shifts from confer- 
ence play to the playoffs. 

“First, it’s all about San Diego, then 
the game plan against UCLA, if we’re 
successful,” Gimmillaro said. “San Di- 
ego has got a very good outside hitter 
and gets many more sets than anyone 
else, and UCLA has a dominant player 
who gets many more sets than anybody 
else.” 

Senior middle and outside hitter 
Alaysia Brown leads USD with 417 
kills on 1017 attempts, hitting .259. 

Redshirt sophomore Lisa Kramer 
leads the Toreros with 91 blocks, but 
two other players are close behind; 
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sophomore opposite hitter Lauren 
Schad has 90 and junior middle blocker 
Canace Finley has 82. 

A few players from LBSU will look 
to get over 300 season kills after the 
tournament. 

Senior Bre Mackie leads the team 
with 299 kills and 122 total blocks. 
Junior Alex Reid adds on 289 kills 
and senior Chisom Okpala has 281 
kills. 

Hudson dished out 1082 assists while 
Jackson has 419 digs, both team-highs. 

This year, the 49ers are hitting .262 
as team and holding opponents to .149 
hitting. The 2011 team hit .252 and held 
opponents to .155 hitting. 

The match against USD is set to be- 
gin at 5:30 p.m. on Friday. The winner 
of the match will face either UCLA or 
LIU-Brooklyn at 7 p.m. on Saturday. 
Both matches will be in the Pauley Pa- 
vilion at UCLA. 
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LBSU notches first back-to-back wins 


The 49ers held 
Nevada to 31 percent 
shooting in win at 
Walter Pyramid. 


By Oscar TERRONES 
Assistant Sports Editor 


An all-around performance helped 
the Long Beach State men’s basket- 
ball team remain undefeated at home 
after a 68-57 win over Nevada on 
Wednesday. 

In a game plagued early by sloppy 
offensive play from both teams, the 
49ers (5-4) closed out the first half 
on a 14-2 run, led mostly by senior 
guards Mike Caffey and Tyler Lamb. 
Lamb was a perfect 3-3 from beyond 
the arc in the first half, finishing with 
14 points and four rebounds. 

Caffey led the team in scoring 
again with 17 points, despite having 
one of his worst shooting nights of the 
season (6-16). He also played the role 
of facilitator, totaling five assists in 
the first half. 

Head coach Dan Monson praised 
his team’s: defense, which has been 
inconsistent for most of the season. 
LBSU held Nevada to just 31 percent 


shooting on the night. 

“It’s a process, it’s a confidence, 
it’s an attitude and it’s some tech- 
nique,” Monson said. “All those 
things have to come together. This 
team has come a long way defen- 
sively.” 

This was the first game back for 
sophomore guard Travis Hammonds 
since coming off a suspension. Ham- 
monds, who Monson said gave the 
team a lift of good energy, finished 
with eight points off the bench. 

“That’s what he did for this team 
last year,” Monson said. “He didn’t do 
it the first couple games, but I think 
his attitude is back to where it was last 
year, and that could help this basket- 
ball team.” 

Lamb said he thought Hammonds 
looked good, but will still need time 
to fully return. 

“I know how Travis can play, so 
I know he’s not himself yet,” Lamb 
said. “He’s getting back in the flow. 
He gave us a lot off the bench today in 
the time that he did play. I know he’s 
going to keep getting more comfort- 
able and get back to the old Travis.” 

The game was called very closely 
by the officials, leaving Nevada’s 
bench furious for most of the night. 
Monson said he wanted his team to 
be smarter when the game is being 
called that closely. 

“T don’t want to lose the aggres- 


siveness,” Monson said. “I thought 
we were very aggressive in the first 
half. We had some fouls that we 
didn’t need to make and some fouls 
that didn’t need to be called. Eventu- 
ally, both the referees and the players 
adjust to the game. I just told them at 
halftime I didn’t want them to be wor- 
ried about the fouls. I wanted them to 
worry about being smarter.” 

This game and the one against 
Xavier on Sunday marked the first 
back-to-back wins of the season for 
the 49ers. Lamb said after Friday’s 
loss to Washington that the team 
would not be unprepared for another 
game like they have been in some. 

“We. practice pretty hard,’ Lamb 
said. “Our team was very focused 
for this game, and we knew this was a 
game we needed to win. That’s where 
everybody’s head was and we came 
out with the win.” 

The 49ers will now prepare for a 
six-game road trip that begins on Fri- 
day at Stephen F. Austin in Texas. 


Senior guard Mike Caffey jumps 
for a layup in the second half 
of Wednesday's game against 

Nevada. Caffey led the team in 
scoring with 17 points and five 


assists. 
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